Stool-Based Pathogen Detection Offers Advantages as an Outcome Measure for Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Trials.
Most health impact trials of water, sanitation, and hygiene use caregiver-reported diarrhea in children as the primary outcome; this measure is known to be subject to considerable bias, especially when used in unblinded trials. Detection of enteric pathogens in stool or fecal waste via multiplex molecular methods may offer advantages over-and is complementary to-diarrhea because these measures are objective, on the causal pathway from exposures of interest to disease outcomes, and increasingly feasible in high-burden countries.